(three years after he published Robinson Crusoe (42), it is virtually plotless. It seems to recount the daily reactions of a group of men to the horrors of bubonic and pneumonic plague, though some people regard it as an allegory about France under the Nazi occupation. ( The plague bacillus was isolated in 1894 by Alexandre Emil John Yersin (43), 1863-1943, the Swiss bacteriologist, and in 1895 he prepared a serum to combat the disease. Earlier in 1889-90, while working in the Pasteur Institute with Roux, 1853-1933, on diphtheria serum these two discovered the existence of diphtheria toxin.) Ambassadors Two years earlier Caravaggio had fled Rome after stabbing his opponent during a game of tennis, and although he spent the last four years of his life on the run from the authorities, he was able to complete major commissions in Naples, Malta, and Sicily. At the height of his fame, Caravaggio reached Naples in 1609, when Severino was beginning his surgical training there. As Severino was to become a central figure in the cultural circles of Naples it is possible that he knew Caravaggio by reputation and would have had the opportunity to see his paintings in Naples, Rome, and Florence. Although the source of inspiration for Severino's term caput Medusae may never be known, it is he and not Cruveilhier who deserves eponymous fame for the clinical sign of caput Medusae.
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